YORKSHIRE FEDERATION OF YOUNG FARMERS’ CLUBS

CARCASE GRADING GUIDE
2025
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Carcase assessment addresses conformation and fat. Conformation is assessed from E to P. Fat cover is scored on a |-5 scale.
Combining scores for conformation and fat determines the markets which cattle suit.

The Quality Standard Mark Scheme stipulates specific carcase classifications for beef.
Fat Class 2-4H Conformation E-O+, the optimum classification for better meat yield.
(See right)* .

Fat Is determined by visual assessment of external fat
cover. There are five main classes. Classes 4 and 5 are

P

= subdivided into L (leaner) and H (fatter).

Fat class increasing fatness

*Carcases within the following parameters can carry
the Quality Standard Marlk.

» Females under the age of 36 months are
acceptable. They must not have been used for
breeding or be in calf.

* Steers under the age of 36 months are acceptable.

A

o
o
=2
=
o
=
5
-]
=
&
L
2
¥
8
b
=
3
]
g
o
8
2
£
oa
S
e
8
o
o
e
E=
&
Gl
"
&
T
a
o.
&
=
3
a
>
~
oy
o
i
.m
]
g
o
o
n
=
5
-]
a
E
£
2
=
5
(v

o
g
&
5
T
o
s
o
c
o
o
=]
pe
o
o
o
£
o
E]
=
£
.
2
o
o
"
E
a
o
m
&
=3
-]
"
o
b

» Carcases must have a fat class of between 2—4H
and have a conformation of E-O+.

! * For qualifying livestock 30 months or under:
all..._ QUALITY Maturation of 7 days is required on primals used
AW STANDARD for frying, roasting and grilling (from slaughter to
beef the final consumer).

English =4

improving conformation

« For qualifying livestock aged between 30-36
months: Maturation of |4 days is required on
primals used for frying, roasting and grilling (from
slaughter to the final consumer). Alternatively,
one of the post-slaughter processes to enhance
tenderness as outlined in ‘EBLEX Guidance to
Meat Quality’ can be used, ie Hip bone suspension
or electrical stimulation.

- * Bulls must be no older than 16 months at
/ slaughter. Primals used for frying, roasting and
; grilling must be subject to a minimum |4 days
maturation (from slaughter to the final consumer).

Conformation Class




U+2

Very good muscle development with all profiles
being convex.

The top bit (round), shoulder and rump are
rounded, along with the back being wide and thick.

The topside spreads over the pelvis.

Slight fat cover with flesh visible almost everywhere.
muscle is clearly visible between the ribs.

R2

Profiles on the whole mainly straight with good
muscle development throughout the carcase.

| Well-developed top bit (round).

_ Thick back, less wide at the shoulder but still neat
‘ and fairly well developed.

Topside and rump are slightly rounded.

Slight fat cover with flesh visible almost everywhere. Within the thoracic cavity the
muscle is clearly visible between the ribs.

Within the thoracic cavity the
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Profiles on the whole mainly straight with good
muscle development throughout the carcase.

Well-developed top bit (round).

Thick back, less wide at the shoulder but still neat
and fairly well developed.

Topside and rump are slightly rounded.

Most areas of flesh covered with fat, but with muscle still visible across the top bit
(round) and shoulder. Some distinctive fat deposits within the thoracic cavity. Seam
of fat on the top bit (round) becoming distinctive. Muscle between the ribs becoming |
m:m_nﬁmnmuimn:mo:gm*mﬂ. .ﬂ

R4H

Profiles on the whole mainly straight with good
muscle development throughout the carcase.

Well-developed top bit (round).

Thick back, less wide at the shoulder but still neat
and fairly well developed.

Topside and rump are slightly rounded.

Most areas of flesh covered with a thickening layer of fat, muscle only partially visible
across the top bit (round) and shoulder. Prominent seams of fat on the top bit (round).
Some distinctive fat deposits in the thoracic cavity and the muscle between the ribs
infiltrated with fat.



Profiles straight to concave with overall average
muscle development

Average to lacking development over the top bit

Average to lacking thickness on the back.

Shoulder flat with a straight profile over the rump.

|
|
-

Average fat covering, with the exception of the top bit (round) and shoulder,
everywhere covered with a‘layer of fat. Slight deposits of fat in the thoracic cavity but
with the muscle still visible between the ribs.

O+5H

Profiles straight to concave with overall average
muscle development.

Average to lacking development over the top bit
(round).

Average to lacking thickness on the back.

Shoulder flat with a straight profile over the rump.

All areas of flesh covered with a thick layer of fat. Heavy deposits in the thoracic
cavity with muscle between the ribs infiltrated with fat. The top bit (round) is almost
completely covered with fat so that the seams are no langer clearly visible.
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The odd straight profile but mainly concave.

The odd straight profile but mainly concave.

Lacking development over the top bit (round). Lacking development over the top bit (round).

Lacking thickness on the back. Lacking thickness on the back.-

Shoulder angular with a straight profile over the
rump.

Shoulder angular with a straight profile over the
rump.

Average fat covering, with the exception of the top bit (round) and shoulder, " Most areas of flesh covered with fat, but with muscle still visible across the top bit
everywhere covered with a layer of fat. Slight deposits of fat in the thoracic nmSQ but M (round) and shoulder. Some distinctive fat deposits within the thoracic cavity. Seam
with the muscle still visible between th ribs. . of fat on the top bit (round) becoming distinctive. Muscle between the ribs becoming

infiltrated with some fat.
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P+3

All profiles concave to very concave with poor
muscle development.

Poorly developed over the top bit (round), narrow
back with bones visible.

Shoulder is flat, also with bones visible.

Average fat covering, with the exception of the top bit (round) and shoulder,
everywhere covered with a layer of fat. Slight deposits of fat in the thoracic cavity but
with the muscle still visible between the ribs.
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Conformation

® Average round. Slightly lacking thickness
on a slightly flat back

Fat

® An indication of very thin fat cover over the tail head
which yields slightly to moderate pressure. Ends of
the transverse process are prominent with individual
bones felt as deep corrugations. Individual ribs are felt
easily as corrugations, with some fat cover defectable

Profiles straight to
concave with overall
average muscle
development.

Average to lacking
development over
the round.

Average to lacking
thickness on the back.
Shoulder flat with a
straight profile over
the rump.

Average fat covering, with the exception of the round
and shoulder, everywhere covered with o layer of fat.
Slight deposits of fat in the thoracic cavity but with the
muscle still visible between the ribs.

\

Better Returns
Programme




Conformation
® Average round. Slightly lacking thickness on
a slightly flat back

Fat

© The tail head looks very puffy and feels spongy.
A thick and sometimes patchy layer of fat can be felt
over the bones. The individual transverse processes
cannof be felt. The rib cage is smooth to the touch
with a tendency to patchiness and individual ribs
cannot be felt

=E

Profiles straight to
concave with overall
average muscle
development.
Average to lacking
development over the
round.

Average to lacking
thickness on the back.
Shoulder flat with a
straight profile over
the rump.

All areas of flesh covered with a thick layer of fat.
Heavy deposits in the thoracic cavity with muscle
between the ribs infiltrated with fat. The round is
almost completely covered with fat so that the seams
are no longer clearly visible.




Conformation

® Average round, lacking development.
Lacking thickness on a fairly flat back

‘ Fat

@ An indication of very thin fat cover over the tail head
which yields slightly fo moderate pressure. Ends of
the transverse process are prominent with individual
bones felt as deep corrugations. Individual ribs are felt
easily as corrugations, with some fat cover detectable

The odd straight profile
but mainly concave.

Lacking development
over the round.

Lacking thickness on
the back.

Shoulder angular with
a straight profile over
the rump.

Average fat covering, with the exception of the round
and shoulder, everywhere covered with a layer of fat.
Slight deposits of fat in the thoracic cavity but with the
muscle still visible between the ribs.

Better Returns
Programme




Conformation

® Average round, lacking development.
Lacking thickness on a fairly flat back

Fat

® Thin layer of fat felt when skin on either side of tailhead
is pinched between fingers. Ends of fransverse processes
slightly rounded by fat. Thin layer of fat is felt over ribs
with light pressure

The odd straight profile
but mainly concave.
Lacking development
over the round.
Lacking thickness on
the back.

Shoulder angular with
a straight profile over
the rump.

Most areas of flesh covered with fat, but with muscle still
visible across the round and shoulder. Some distinctive fat
deposits within the thoracic cavity. Seam of fat on the
round becoming distinctive. Muscle between the ribs
becoming infilirated with some fat.

Better Returns
Programme




Conformation

e Poorly developed on the round. Narrow with
bones visible across the back. Shoulders fiat
with bones visible

Fat

e An indication of very thin fat cover over the tail
head which yields slightly to moderate pressure.
Ends of the transverse process are prominent
with individual bones felt as deep corrugations.
Individual ribs are felt easily as corrugations,
with some fat cover detectable
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All profiles concave to
very concave with podr
muscle development.
Poorly developed over
the round, narrow back
with bones visible.

Shoulder is flat, also
with bones visible.

Average fat covering, with the exception of the round
and shoulder, everywhere covered with a layer of fat.
Slight deposits of fat in the thoracic cavity but with the
muscle still visible between the ribs.

(R
Better Returns
Programme




Conformation differences | Eye muscles and fat levels

Poor
carcase

Too lean 2

e e

Ideal 4L

Premium cuts

Too fat 5H

Very good (
carcase Better xmm.._...:m




Very good muscle
development with all
profiles being convex.

The round, shoulder
and rump are rounded
along with the back
being wide and thick.

The topside spreads
over the pelvis.

Conformation

® Wide and thick back from a rounded shoulder to
round buttocks

Fat

e Skin is tight on the tail head and the area around
the root of the tail and over the pin bones is fairly
firm. The ends of the fransverse processes are
prominent and individual bones are felt as deep
corrugations. The ribs are prominent, visible, and
also felt as deep corrugations

Slight fat cover with flesh visible almost everywhere.
Within the thoracic cavity the muscle is clearly visible
between the ribs.
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Conformation
e Well developed round and shoulder with thick back

Fat

@ Skin is tight on the tail head and the area around the
root of the tail and over the pin bones is fairly firm.
The ends of the fransverse processes are prominent
and individual bones are felt as deep corrugations.
The ribs are prominent, visible, and also felt as
deep corrugations
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Profiles on the whole
mainly straight with good
muscle development
throughout the carcase.

Well-developed round.

Thick back, less wide at
the shoulder but still neat
and fairly well-developed.

Topside and rump are
slightly rounded.

Slight fat cover with flesh visible almost everywhere.
Within the thoracic cavity the muscle is clearly visible

between the ribs.

Better zmﬁ::..m
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Conformation
® Well developed round and shoulder with thick back

Fat

e Thin layer of fat felt when skin on either side of tailhead
is pinched between fingers. Ends of fransverse processes
slightly rounded by fat. Thin layer of fat is felt over ribs
with light pressure

Profiles on the whole
mainly straight with
good muscle development
throughout the carcase.

Well-developed round.

Thick back, less wide at
the shoulder but sfill neat ;
and fairly well-developed.
Topside and rump are
slightly rounded.

Most areas of flesh covered with fat, but with muscle still
visible across the round and shoulder. Some distinctive
fat deposits within the thoracic cavity. Seam of fat on
the round becoming distinctive. Muscle between the

ribs becoming infilirated with some fat.
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Better Returns
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Conformation
¢ Well developed round and shoulder with thick back

Fat

e Tail head looks slightly puffy and a soft layer of fat
is felt using light pressure. Surface area around the
pin bones is soft and the fat fends to spread back
towards the tail head. The ends of the transverse
processes are slightly rounded by fat which is felt
with light pressure. Across the ribs, a distinct layer
of soft fat is felt over the bones. Individual ribs are
felt only with moderate pressure
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Profiles on the whole
mainly straight with good
muscle development
throughout the carcase.

Well-developed round.

Thick back, less wide
at the shoulder but
still neat and fairly
well-developed.

Topside and rump are
slightly rounded.

Most areas of flesh covered with a thickening layer

of fat, muscle only partially visible across the round and
shoulder. Prominent seams of fat on the round. Some
distinctive fat deposits in the thoracic cavity and the
muscle between the ribs infiltrated with fat.
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E - Excellent

All profiles convex to superconvex;
exceptional muscle development

Round: very rounded
Back: wide and very thick, up o et
Shoulder:  very rounded

Ll heny

Tanside spreads markedly over the symphysis (myrmphilain

&l

U - Very good

Profiles on the whole convex;
very good muscle development

Round: rounded
Back: wide and thick, up to the shoulder
Shoulder:  rounded

Topside spreads over the symphysis (symphisis pelvis)




R - Good

Profiles on the whole straight;
good muscle development

Round: well-developed
Back: still thick but less wide at the shoulder
Shoulder:  fairly well-developed

O - Fair

Profiles straight to concave:
average muscle development

Round: average development to lacking development
Back: average thickness to lacking thickness
Shoulder:  average development to almost flat




P - Poor

All profiles concave to very concave;
poor muscle development

Round: poorly developed
Back: narrow with bones visible
Shoulder:  flat with bones visible




1-Low

None up to low fat cover

No fat within the thoracic cavity

Price (excluding VAT) in Luxembourg: 6 €

Q-N3-0£2-70-£9-4M

2 - Slight

Slight fat cover, flesh visible almost everywhere

Within the thoracic cavity the muscle is clearly visible between the ribs




3 - Average

Flesh, with the exception of the round and shoulder, almost everywhere
covered with fat, slight deposits of fat in the thoracic cavity

Within the thoracic cavity the muscle is still visible between the ribs

4 - High

Flesh covered with fat, but on the round and shoulder still partly visible,
some distinctive fat deposits in the thoracic cavity

The seams of fat on the round are prominent. Within the thoracic cavity
the muscle between the ribs may be infiltrated with fat




5 - Very high

Entire carcase covered with fat;
heavy fat deposits in the thoracic cavity

The round is almost completely covered with fat,
so that the seams of fat are no longer clearly visible

Within the thoracic cavity the muscle between the ribs is infiltrated
with fat




